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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES 


November !95! and 1950 
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Building Permit Values tor 215 Cities—Monthly— 1949 to Date 
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TRADE ACTIVITY 





HOLIDAY 


There was a marked 


‘ 


rise in consum 
er buying during the early weeks of 
December; last-minute Christmas ac- 
uvity stimulated dollar sales to a point 
somewhat above a year ago. Toys and 
small household furnishings were in 
heightened demand by Yule shoppers, 
with Christmas decorations and food 
a seasonal high. In 
apparel, women’s lingerie and men’s 


specialties also at 


haberdashery were generally favored; 
children’s snowwear was also increas- 
ingly sought in scattered areas. While 
consumer interest in many appliances 
was largely unchanged, radios were a 
popular item in many communities. 

Consumer spending rose nearly 2 
per cent in November according to 
the seasonally adjusted Dun 's Review 
Regional Trade Barometer. The pre 
liminary barometer tor November, at 
334.4 was the highest figure since last 
July’s 341.9; however, it was g per cent 
below the all-tume high reached in July 
1950 when waves of scare-buying swept 
the nation. 

The seasonally adjusted total of re 
tail trade was $12.6 billion in October; 
this was a new record for any October 
and was 6 per cent above a year ago. 

The final barometer for October was 
moderately above that for the preceding 
month and was the third lowest for 
the year. Seven of the regional ba- 
rometers were below the correspond- 
Monthly 
changes ranged from down 9.4 per cent 


ing figures for September 


in the Florida Region (21) to up 17.4 
per cent in the Northern New Jersey 
Region (5). 

In October the final barometer was 
2.6 per cent above a year ago. Yearly 
changes ranged trom down 5.8 per cent 
in the Detroit Region (12) to up &7 
per cent in the Maryland and Virgimia 
Region (18). 

The Atlanta and Birmingham Re- 
gion (20) had the highest barometer 
ind New England (1) the lowest 
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REGIONAL TRADE BAROMETER COMPARISONS 
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New England 


. New York City 
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. Buffalo and Rochester 
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. Cleveland 


Cincinnati and Columbus 
Indianapolis and Louisville 
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North and South Carolina 
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Adjusted for Seasonal! Variation 
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Change 
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353.3 
451.2 
449.1 
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3489.0 
450.0 
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331.5 
345-3 
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TRADE ACTIVITY — A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 1 
Ocroser—Barometer down mildly, 
even with last year; 27°” below U. S. 
NoveMBer—Department store sales in 
New England 3°. above 1950. Whole 
sale trade compared with a year ago: Man- 
chester -+-3°4, Hartford —:°4, Boston 
+-<°/ New Haven even, Worcester -+2° 
New Bedford -+-1°°, Providence —4°%, 
Portland —5 Continued expansion of 
defense industries. Collections unchanged 
from month and year ago. 


Region 2 

Octroser—Barometer up moderately in 
month and year; 24°” below U. S. 

NovemBer—Department store sales in 
New York City up 1° from a year ago. 
Total retail trade for New York up 4' 
in comparison with 1950; retail trade for 
Bridgeport up 3°, compared to a year ago. 
Wholesale trade compared with 1g§0; 
New York +1°., Bridgeport -+3°%. Col- 
lections even with last month and with 
corresponding 1950 period. 


Region 3 

Ocroser—Barometer up 17 
month ago, up 8°%, from 1950. 

November—Department store sales in 
Syracuse up 6°. from a year ago. Total 
retail trade compared with a year ago: 
Syracuse +7°°, Binghamton —2°4, Al 
bany +-2 Wholesale trade compared 
with a year ago: Utica +-25°, Bingham- 
ton — 3°°, Syracuse -+-5°“, Albany — 10 
Collections steady with last month and up 
from a year ago. 


from a 


Region 4 
Octoser-—Barometer 1° below a year 
above last month, 6°, below U.S. 

NovemBer—Department store sales in 
Rochester up 3°., in Buffalo up 5°%. Re 
tail trade down 2°) in Rochester and up 
4°. in Buffalo. Wholesale trade compared 
with a year earlier: Buffalo +1°., Roches 
ter —2°.. Collections slightly below 1950. 
Buffalo four output 6°. above 1950; steel, 
10g”, of capacity. Industrial production 
up moderately in month. 


apo, le 


Region 5 
Ocroper—Barometer down 17°, slight 
ly above similar 1950 period; down 25 
in comparison to U, S. 
NovemMBer—Department store sales for 
Newark 5°. above a year ago; total retail 
, wholesale trade up 2 
the similar 1g50 period. 


above 
Collections, as 
reported by merchants, slightly down from 
a year ago and unchanged from Septem 
ber. Detense industries expanding under 
increased order volume. 


sales up 4 
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The Dewn’'s Review Regional Trade Ba- 
rometers are designed to reflect changes 
im consumer purchases of commodities in 
the United States and 29 regions. A de- 
scription of the barometer and back fig- 
ures are avalahle without charge. 

The regional trade summaries are based 
upon daia coliected and wetghed by the 
local Dun & Brapsrreer offices. Depart 
ment store sales, reported by the Federal 
Reserve District Banks, are for the four 
weeks ended December 1, 1951. 








Region 6 

Octoser—Barometer up 1°, from pre- 
vious month and even with a year ago; 
14°. below U. S. level. 

Novemser—Philadelphia department 
store sales 4°, above a year ago. Whole- 
sale orders compared with a year ago; 
Trenton —5°., Lancaster +-18°,, Phila- 
delphia +1°, Harrisburg -++-5°4, Wilm- 
ington +-3°.,, Scranton —2°., Allentown 
—2°., York unchanged, Reading —8° 


Collections down from 1950. 


Region 7 

Octoser—Barometer up 4°, 
year ago; slightly above U. S. 

NovemBer—Department store sales in 
Erie up 13°, up 6° in Pittsburgh. Whole. 
sale trade compared with a year ago: Erie 
-+-3°., Pittsburgh +-8°.,, Charleston +-6°,, 
Huntington —5°., Youngstown —2°., 
Wheeling -+-5°.. Collections unchanged 
from last year. Pittsburgh steel rate up 
to 102°. of capacity, Youngstown up to 
103 a, Wheeling down to 103° 


, above 


Region 8 

Octoper—Barometer moderately above 
a year ago and U. S.; up 10°% in month. 

NovemBer—-Department store sales in 
Cleveland up 26°.,, Toledo up 4°. Total 
retail sales up 7°. for Akron. Wholesale 
trade compared with a year ago: Akron 
-+-2°/, Cleveland -++s°4, Toledo +6°/, 
Canton -+-13° Collections even with 
last year. Steel rate for Cleveland down 
slightly to 99°, of capacity. Production 
generally even with month ago. 


Region 9 

Octoser—Barometer up slightly from 
a month ago, 2° above 
U.S. barometer. 

NovemMBer—Departiment store sales for 
Columbus up 26°/, from a year ago; for 
Total retail sales com- 
pared with last year: Cincinnati -+-7°., 
Dayton +2°4, Columbus +5°. Whole 
sale trade compared with a year ago: Cin 
cinnati -+-19°/, Dayton +-4°%, Columbus 

6°4. Collections below a year earlier. 


above i950; 5° 


Cincinnati, up 7° 


Region 10 

Octoser—Barometer down slightly for 
month but up 7°4 from year ago; 16° 
above barometer hgure for U. S. 

NovemBer—Department store sales in 
Indianapolis 5°, above year ago, Louis 
ville salés 7°. above. Wholesale ttade 
trom levels of a year earlier; Indianapolis 
+-7°., Fort Wayne -+15°%, Evansville 
-+-12°°, Louisville +-5°”. Collections re- 
ported nearly unchanged from previous 
year. Farm production steady. 


Region 11 

Octroser—Barometer slightly up from 
year ago, 2°, above last month; 9°”, be 
low U. S. 

NovemBer—Department store sales in 
Chicago down 1°. below a year ago. 
Wholesale trade compared with last year: 
Rockford +-11°4, Chicago -+-5°., Peoria 
+-4°., Springheld +-3°4. Rate of collec- 
tions virtually unchanged from that of a 
year ago. Steel output in Chicago up to 
106°”, of capacity. 


Region 12 

Octoser—Barometer up noticeably, 6 
below last year; 9°, above U. S. 

NoveMBER—Department store sales in 
Detroit 2°, below year-ago level. Total 
retail sales for Grand Rapids down 12° 
tor Saginaw up 4°... Wholesale trade com. 
pared with 1950: Saginaw +-6°/, Detroit 
+-3°.,, Grand Rapids —15 Collections 
steady with year ago. Detroit steel rate 
105’, of capacity. Automobile output 
21°. below last year. 


Region 13 

Octoser—Barometer up 2°/, from last 
month and slightly above year earlier; 7 
above U. S. level. 

Novemser—Department store sales in 
Milwaukee steady with similar rgso 
period. Total retail sales as against a year 
ago: Milwaukee -++-3°., Green Bay —4°., 
Madison -+-4° Wholesale trade com- 
pared with a year earlier: Green Bay 
+-2°., Milwaukee —1°_, Madison even. 
Collections very slightly below 1950 figure. 


Region 14 

Ocroser—Barometer moderately up 
from last month, 1°. below a year ago. 

NovemBer— Minneapolis department 
store sales 4°, below a year ago. Whole 
sale trade compared with a year ago: La 
Crosse -+-2°., Butte —5°4, Fargo +-4°%, 
Minneapolis — 2°”, St. Paul —2°/, Duluth 
4-1°, Sioux Falls —7°/. Collections re 
ported to be somewhat below that of a 
year ago. Flour production about 22° 
above last year. 
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Region 15 

Octosrr—Barometer up 11°, 4°, be- 
low a year ago; even with U. S. 

Novemser—Department store sales for 
State of Nebraska 2°. below last year. 
Wholesale trade compared with levels of 
a year ago: Des Moines — 16°.,, Dubuque 
—4°,, Cedar Rapids —5°4, Stoux City 
-+-3°, Waterloo +-5°., Lincoln —5°%, 
Omaha - 5°. Collections reported by 
most merchants to be somewhat below 
similar period in 1950. 


Region 16 

Octrosere—Barometer 12°. above last 
month and 7°”, above a year ago; 2°, down 
from national barometer. 

Novemper—Department store sales for 
St. Louis 2°/, above a year ago; total re 
tail sales 6°, above. Wholesale trade for 
St. Louis 2°% up from last year’s level. 
Collections above last year. Military pro- 
duction continuing up. Steel rate for St. 
Louis down 92°, of capacity compared 
with year-ago level. 


Region 17 

Octroser—Barometer down 8°. trom a 
year ago, up 9°, from last month. 

NovemBer—Department store sales for 
Topeka +-1°., Wichita +17°%, Kansas 
City +-8°°. Wholesale trade compared 
with a year ago: Wichita +-15°,, Topeka 
even, Oklahoma City +-6°., St. Joseph 
even, Tulsa —5°., Kansas City —10°%. 
Collections estimated at nearly unchanged 
from last year. Production of flour for 
Wichita—Salina 3°, above last year. 


Region 18 

Ocrosper—Barometer up 2°, in month 
and 9°. trom a year ago; 5°, above U. S. 

NovemBer—Baltimore department store 
sales up 8°. from a year ago, those for 
Washington up 3°. Total retail sales 
up 8°. in Nortolk, up 1°, in Richmond. 
Wholesale trade compared with last year: 
Nortolk -+-10°.,, Washington +-7°., Balti 
more +-3°., Bristol +-2°., Richmond 
~3°., Roanoke +-10°.. Collections vir- 
tually steady. Detense orders up. 


Region 19 

Octrosrr—Barometer down 9°, 3 
below a year ago: 6°/, above U. S. 

NovemBex—Total retail sales as com 
pared with similar 1950 period: Charles 
ton +9°., Columbia —1°., Charlotte 
+2°., Asheville -+-12°., Raleigh -+-8 
Winston-Salem Wholesaie trade 
compared with last year: Charleston 
-+-6°.,, Winston-Salem —4°., Columbia 
—1°4, Raleigh +2°%, Charlotte -+-3°, 
Asheville +-5°4. Collections even. 


+ 2° 5 


12 


Region 20 

Octoser—Barometer even with last 
month, 3°/, above 1950, 3°4, above U. S. 

Novemser—Department store sales 
compared with a year ago: Augusta 
+-24°%, Nashville +10°, Birmingham 
—o%, Atlanta +3°4. Wholesale trade 
compared with last year: Birmingham 
+-10°%, Augusta -+-10°/,, Savannah -++-5°,, 
Macon -+-6%,, Chattanooga +1°4, Nash- 
ville +5°4, Mobile —10°,. Collections 
even. Steel rate 68°, of capacity. 


Region 21 

Octoster—Barometer 9°, down from 
September and 6°, above last year; 24°/, 
above U. S. level. 

November—Department store trade up 
10°, from a year ago in Jacksonville, up 
11°, in Miarm. Total retail trade for 
Tampa &°% above last year, 4°/, above in 
Jacksonville, 10°/ above in Miami. Whole- 
sale trade compared with last year’s levels: 
Tampa -+-2°%, Jacksonville +-3°4, Miami 
| Collections slightly down. 


t-10°%, 


Region 22 

Octoser—Barometer slightly above last 
month, 2°4 below a year ago; above U. S. 
barometer by 13°. 

NovemMBer—Department store sales in 
Memphis 3°, above comparable 1950 
period, Little Rock department store sales 
8°. up. Total retail sales for Memphis 
up 2°. for Little Rock up 5°. Memphis 
wholesale trade 2°, above a year ago, 
while wholesale trade for Little Rock 10° 
up. Collections even with year ago. | 


Region 23 

Ocroner—Barometer up 7°, moder 
ately above a year ago; 26°, above na- 
tional level. 

NovemMBerk—Department store sales in 
New Orleans 8°/, above a year ago. Total 
retail sales 5°, up in New Orleans, 5°, 
down in Jackson. Wholesale trade for 
New Orleans 1°, above last year, 5°’, be. 
low a year ago for Jackson. Merchants 
report collections down generally. Manu- 
facturing down from October. 


Region 24 
Octoser—Barometer down 2°, up 5 
for year; 33° above U. S. level. 
NoveMBer—Department store sales 
above a year ago: Houston and San An- 
tonio 13°.,, Fort Worth 5°, El Paso 8°, 


Dallas 5°... Wholesale trade compared 
with a year ago: Amarillo —8°/, Fort 
Worth -+-3°%, Houston +-10°/, El Paso 
even, Dallas +5°%, Austin — 3°, Shreve- 
port and Wichita Falls +5°4, Waco —8°/. 
Collections slightly slower. 


Region 25 

Ocrosrr—Barometer up moderately, 
6°, above similar 1950 month; 10°, above 
national level. 

NovemBer—Denver department store 
sales steady with last year; total retail 
trade for Denver unchanged, for Albu- 
querque down 10%. Wholesale trade 
5°% below last year in Denver 7nd 10°, 
below a year ago in Albuquerque. Ma- 
jority of dealers and wholesalers report 
collections below 1950 level. 


Region 26 

Octosrer—Barometer slightly above 
levels of last month and a year ago, 8°, 
above U. S. barometer. 

NovemBer—Salt Lake City department 
store sales 6°, above figure of a year ago; 
total retail sales 13°. above corresponding 
1950 period. Wholesale trade for Salt 
Lake City 6°, below last year. Collec- 
tions noticeably below last year’s figure. 
Harvesting of sugar beets completed in 
most areas. . 


Region 27 

Octroser—Barometer down 7°%,, 2°’, be- 
low last year; 12°, above U. S. 

NovemBer—Portland department store 
sales down 2°, 2°. above last year in 
Seattle. Total retail trade for Tacoma 
10°, above last year. Wholesale trade 
compared with a year ago: Tacoma +-5°.,, 
Spokane —4°/,, Seattle unchanged, Port- 
land —5°4. Collections even. Flour out- 
put up 42°, in Portland and Tacoma. 
Some seasonal unemployment. 


Region 28 

Octoser—Barometer 3°, above, 5°, up 
from a year ago; 6°/, above U. S. 

NovemMBEr—Department store sales up 
6°¢ in San Francisco and up 2° in Oak- 
land. Total retail sales for Sacramento up 
5°. from last year, 8°, above in Fresno 
Wholesale trade 8°”, up in Fresno and 2° 
up in San Francisco compared to a year 
ago. Collections reported somewhat down 
from last year. Defense output expand- 
ing slightly despite shortages. 


Region 29 

Octoser—Barometer up slightly, 5° 
above a year ago; 6°, above U. S. 

Novemser—Department store sales for 
Los Angeles 3°, above similar 1950 period, 
10°, above in San Diego. Total retail 
sales compared with last year by these 
percentages: Los Angeles +-4, San Diego 
+7, Phoenix —1. Wholesale trade com- 
pared with a year ago: Los Angeles —6°.,, 
San Diego -+-5°,, Phoenix —2°4. Collec- 
tions even. 
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